






Urban Renaissance 
Villages honours its 
pledge to support 
affordable housing in  
East Hampshire with a 
cheque for £560,000 
East Hampshire Councilor and Housing 
Portfolio holder Jennifer Grey, Alisdair 
Tweddle, S.106 Monitoring Officer for 
EHDC and Helen Cann, the Council’s 
Housing Development Project Officer 
were delighted to receive a cheque 
recently, for £560,000 from Urban 
Renaissance Villages and Helical Bar plc. 
It is the second installment in a 
commitment from the developers to give 
a total of £1.7 million for the provision 
of affordable housing. A payment of 
this size will give the Council greater 
flexibility and the opportunity to secure a 
wider range of affordable housing across 
the whole district, to meet its range of 
identified housing needs.
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So how did the couple make the decision to move south? And why did they choose 
Bramshott Place Village? “Our daughter lives nearby,” explains Mrs Weeks, “and as we 
no longer have family in the Derbyshire area, we decided to make the move. We started 
looking at traditional bungalows in and around Liphook but then I saw Bramshott Place 
Village in a SAGA magazine and we thought we’d come and take a look.”
What was so attractive about the two-bedroom, two-bathroom Clubhouse apartment? 

How one couple’s 200 mile move 
to Bramshott Place Village went 
swimmingly well

“The light,” Mrs Weeks answers without hesitation. “When we came to look at the 
apartment it was a beautiful sunny day and the light was just flooding into the sitting 
room. It’s a really lovely, bright apartment. We were worried it was maybe slightly 
noisy, being right in the Clubhouse. So we came back the following day when Sunday 
lunch was being served and we couldn’t hear a thing! The apartments are very well 
sound proofed, so it’s really quiet and peaceful.” 
Mrs Weeks continues, “In addition to the pool, we are also very impressed by the 
library and the bar, plus those Sunday lunches are very good!”
“We have absolutely no regrets,” she says. “Everyone here is very nice and we’ve made 
new friends. The drive back and forth to Derbyshire was getting too much. And now 
we’re local we’re getting to see much more of our grandchildren – all four of them – 
which we love.” 

See what the 
residents say

View the new lifestyle 
video on the Bramshott 
Place Village web site:

www.bramshottplacevillage.co.uk

In addition to  
the pool, we 
are also very 

impressed by the 
library and the 
bar, plus those 
Sunday lunches 
are very good!

Making full use of the facilities, Mr & Mrs Weeks 
use the gym and pool at Bramshott Place Village.

“

”

From Left: Sue Lapicki, Jennifer Grey, 
Alisdair Tweddle and Helen Cann.
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Exceptional Homes in Rural Hampshire

Bill Gair, Chief Executive of Urban Renaissance Villages, and indeed a resident of Bramshott Place 
Village himself spoke of how delighted he was to be welcoming Damian Hinds MP to open the 
Country Fayre.  “As the building work here nears completion and the community settles into the 
routines of real village life, we expect events such as this Country Fayre to become a regular fi xture 
in the lives of local people, bringing together Bramshott Place Village residents and the broader 
community of Liphook and the surrounding villages,” he commented. 

Big favourites among the younger 
visitors at the Fayre (and many 
of their older relatives!) were the 
various animals and birds on 
display. There was a chance to 
meet some of the residents of the 
local donkey sanctuary at Brook, 
near Godalming, called Donkeys 
Delight, which provides a 
peaceful home and rehabilitation 
centre for rescue donkeys.  They 
also take the donkeys to help 
children with special needs and 
those in a hospice whose lives 
are limited. Further information 
on the wonderful service this 

sanctuary provides is available 
from 01428 288358.
Also much admired at the Fayre 
were two excellently behaved 
dogs from the local new Hounds 
for Heroes charity, for which 
Bramshott residents recently 
raised several hundred pounds 
(see article on back page).
During his awe-inspiring and very 
amusing display, the falconer, 
whose talent as an entertainer 
certainly matched his skills with 
the birds of prey, explained how 
owls see, hear and hunt at night 
by inviting a group of fascinated 
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Stirlings Restaurant 

Lunch – Thursday and Sunday

Dinner - alternate Fridays

Coffee - every Thursday morning

Coffee  
Every Thursday morning 

Afternoon Tea  
Every Thursday afternoon

residents association Coffee 
Morning  
Each Tuesday morning

Bar 
Open several times per week

wine tastings 
Regular visits and talks

snooker & Table tennis 
In use daily

Bridge club, book club, yoga 
club and painting group  
Regular meetings

Shop  
Open every morning,  
Monday - Saturday

Taxi to Liphook Station  
Runs daily on demand

Post box  
Collection daily

Prescription delivery service  
Every Monday, Wednesday  
and Thursday 

Blood tests AVAILABLE 
Every Tuesday & Thursday mornings 

Surgery  
Every Thursday morning

What’s Happening  
At Bramshott Place Village

spectators, of all ages, into the 
arena with him, and having 
them pretend to be mice and 
then trees whilst his owl flew at 
full speed into them and then 
over their heads! 
Visitors also had a chance to win 
various prizes at the tombola run 
by the Residents Association, 
and to throw wet sponges at 
each other (as if they were not 
wet enough from the weather!) 
which, together with donations 
given at the various stalls during 
the afternoon, raised £720 for 
local charities.
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Exceptional Homes in Rural Hampshire

BRAMSHOTT SWEEPS  
MORE AWARDS

Bramshott Place Village resident skydives to 
raise funds for The British Heart Foundation

As Bramshott Place Village nears its completion, the quality of its design, construction 
and the lifestyle it offers, are attracting awards from various organizations.

Bramshott Place Village residents are generally extremely pro-active and many are also involved in 
charity fundraising efforts. However, Derek Hurry’s commitment to do a tandem skydive in aid of 
The British Heart Foundation marks a new milestone in their go-getting approach to life.

Last year it won a prestigious What 
House? Award for Best Retirement 
Village, and this year it has been 
shortlisted for a gong in the Best 
Retirement Development section 
of the British Homes Awards – we 
expect to do well and will know the 
result at the awards presentation, at 
the end of September! 
We have also been shortlisted for an 
English Heritage award.  Supported 
by Andrew Lloyd Webber and the 
Telegraph, the English Heritage 
awards celebrate the best efforts to 

rescue listed buildings, properties 
and National Trust sites based on 
the English Heritage at Risk register. 
It is testimony to the developer’s 
dedication and hard work in 
restoring the Grade II* listed Tudor 
gatehouse, from its dilapidated 
state on the Register of Buildings at 
Risk, to its glorious position as the 
centrepiece of the Village, that the 
project is now in the running for one 
of these top awards.  Fingers are very 
crossed at Bramshott Place Village!

Derek, who is 82, has never done 
anything like this before and wryly admits 
that his sanity may have been in question, 
especially as he is a nervous 
flyer. However, he bravely 
registered with the London 
Parachute School and will 
make the jump in November. 
The fundraising target is £1500 
and donations can be made via 
the Just Giving website www.
justgiving.com or by writing 
to Derek Hurry at 11 Moreton 
House, 1 King George’s Drive, Liphook, 
Hampshire GU30 7FZ.   
He has already raised well over £1600.
As his late wife Audrey was a great 

benefactor for a number of charities, 
Derek sees his endeavour partly as 
something he can do to honour her 

memory and carry on the 
good work. He has chosen 
The British Heart Foundation 
because both of his parents 
died from heart problems, 
conditions that, thanks to the 
Foundation’s work, can now be 
treated.
Derek moved to Bramshott 
Place Village in August 2010, 

following the unexpected death of Audrey 
in February that year. “It has been an 
interesting journey for me over the last 18 
months, after having been married to her 

for 45 years,” he says. However he is now 
settling into his apartment along with his 
cat Lucy Locket.
“I know many people who have benefitted 
from the vital work done by The British 
Heart Foundation,” says Derek. “I am 
grateful for any donation large or small.”

The refurbished grade II* listed Tudor gate 
house at the heart of Bramshott Place Village.

Derek relishing his skydive for  
The British Heart Foundation.

 

 

6



Bramshott Place Village is now the proud possessor of a four-
star BREEAM ‘Excellent’ rating for sustainable design and 
construction, the highest level that can be achieved. The BREEAM 
system is the world’s foremost and most stringent environmental 
assessment method, recognised as an international benchmark 
for environmental performance, and covering energy and water 
use, health and well-being, pollution, transport, materials, waste, 
ecology and construction management processes. 

Chris Cousins, Local Government Liaison Manager for BRE 
Global, said: “Improving the environmental performance of 
our building stock is a national priority. It helps with reducing 
carbon emissions, making better use of scarce resources, and 
providing people with better places to live and work. It also 
triggers improvements in the supply chain, as manufacturers 
and suppliers respond to the new demands - presenting a great 
opportunity for new ‘green jobs’ and for the UK economy as 
a whole.”

Bramshott Place Village achieved its high score for many 
reasons including water usage, traffi c movements, the recycling 
of materials, and its building contractor, Ardmore, has always 
achieved high marks under the Considerate Constructors scheme.

For instance, 
the ‘health 
and wellbeing’ 
category requires 
good levels of daylight, effi cient sound insulation, and eco-
friendly appliances, lighting and heating - we have eco-labeled 
kitchen appliances, low water use showers and taps, solar heated 
water, and 75% of the internal lighting is low energy. The whole 
village has also been built avoiding materials with GWP (Global 
Warming Potential).

The Travel Plan helped its score under the ‘Transport’ category, 
as it includes a free minibus service into Liphook and the whole 
area is well served by public transport, with a Dial-A-Ride 
scheme operating locally.    

The wider environment is also considered under the Land 
Use category. Here, Bramshott Place Village scored points for 
its drainage system, which directs rainwater naturally into the 
ground. Rainwater is also harvested and re-used to irrigate the 
landscaped areas. As the Village is completed, a wetland area is 
programmed, designed to introduce species of fl ora and fauna 
back into the surroundings.

Bramshott Place Village 
achieves ‘Excellent’ in world’s 
leading Eco-assessment ratings 

new faces around the Village 
As the Village grows, we are 
recruiting more staff to ensure 
that residents continue to 
receive the high standards of 
service they expect.
One new staff member whom residents 
see on a daily basis is Vanessa Breach, 
who works on the reception desk in the 

Clubhouse 
every weekday 
morning. 
She lives in 
Liphook and 
was previously 
Practice 
Manager for 
a local dental 
surgery, so 
she has plenty 
of ‘customer 
facing’ 
experience. 
Her role at 
Bramshott is to 

give residents the help and information 
they need, as she is often the fi rst port of 
call for any query. Her impressions of the 
village? “Lovely, very friendly, a beautiful 
place to work.”
Keeping residents’ own homes and all 
the communal areas spick and span is 
down to our hard-working domestic team 
under supervisor Nicky Stevens, who is 
currently on maternity leave, and two 
new Domestic Assistants have recently 
joined her. Annette Cain, who lives in 
Whitehill, joined in June and works in 
the mornings: “I clean the Clubhouse and 
people’s homes, and I am really enjoying 
the work,” she comments.  Victoria 
Shields is also new to the team and says 
it is “a very diverse job, very hectic.” She 
too cleans residents’ homes, helps with 
the laundry and cleans the communal 
areas, noting that the “The Clubhouse is 
beautiful, I love it.”
The gardening team also does a great 
job and Peter Jones has now joined as 
Assistant to Head Gardener Geoff. Peter 

has worked in maintenance for many 
years; previously in the farming and 
engineering sectors. He thinks Bramshott 
is “quite an amazing place,” and has 
noticed how well everyone gets on. 
“The residents are very friendly and they 
want to have people around them, to 
whom they can relate and trust.” We’re 
sure Peter will fulfi ll that role admirably!

Receptionist Vanessa 
Breach is the fi rst port 
of call for any query.

New members of the very 
busy domestic team.
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